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of their own country, and discovered a year later the
confirmation of this suspicion. They then took an active
initiative in the liberal movement, soon forcing the Sul-
tan to proclaim the constitutional act of July 23, 1908. \

The unexpected success, which almost in a day crowned \
this bloodless revolution, was a surprise to everyone.
Those who had participated in the movement could
scarcely believe their eyes and still hesitated to unmask
themselves. They had no confidence in the sincerity
of this sudden decision and they expected a reaction.
The Young Turks abroad were, if possible, still more
astonished at this sudden disappearance of the absolut-
ism which had so long and heavily weighed on the destiny
of the Empire, and which burst at once, like a soap
bubble.

The first stupor having passed, acclamations came
from all sides. Politicians who were likely to be seri-
ously disturbed by this change applauded the most loudly,
secretly planning to take new and strategic measures in
the near future. In the meantime, the Young Turks, who
did not yet trust their strength and therefore did not dare
to assume governmental responsibility, sought to restore
the central authority, overthrown by the influence of
the provincial organizations. The legislative elections
took place under these conditions, and the interminable
national manifestations abolished temporarily all seri-
ous governmental activity. The proclamation of the new
status of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and of the independ-
ence of Bulgaria, opened up one of the difficulties of the
new regime. The border states began in this way to
take precautions against the possible consequences of
a theoretical and inexperienced policy. Unfortunately,
the directing Young Turks were without experience in
administrative matters. Their profound ignorance of
diplomatic combinations in action, their utopian belief in
the salutary influence of the mere proclamation of the